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Ontario Turtle Conservation Centre’s mission is to protect and conserve          
Ontario’s native turtles and their habitat 

Our goals:  

Turtle Conservation and Education Leadership 

International Scientific Recognition 

 Organizational Excellence 
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Dr. Sue Carstairs 
Executive and Medical Director 

“Andrea,” OTCC’s Education Ambassador for 
the Blanding’s Turtle Species with a friend 

Photo Credit: Wendy Baggs

A Message from our Executive and Medical Director

2019 presented some tremendous opportunities and successes, as well as some 
significant challenges.  With the continued increase in public awareness, in part 
due to OTCC’s expanding education programming, our admission numbers 
continued to grow.  This does not mean that more turtles are being injured and 

killed on roads, but that more are being saved!  From these admissions we were 
able to harvest over 6,000 eggs! The greatly increased admission number stretched 
our resources beyond capacity and made it clear that we would need additional 
space and staffing to continue to support the growing need.  See “A New Home 
For OTCC” on page 9 for details on our 2-Phase plan to solve our space challenge.   

In 2019, we worked on establishing funds to ensure increased hospital staffing 
during our summer months.  While we did have additional part-time veterinary assistance during 2019, we realize 
that more will be required. We have also been successful in securing funding for additional hot-line hours, and 
veterinary technician hours.  Fundraising is an ongoing challenge, but we work hard at it, and it does pay off! 

Our fundraising goal in 2019 was not only to accomplish the above, but to strategically increase and diversify our 
funding. Thanks to our supporters, our funding from donations increased by $100,000 over 2018 levels. All of our 
programs continue to grow in a well balanced, and strategic manner. Our research programs have been adding 
to scientific knowledge and are helping projects globally.  For example, our studies on Ranavirus in Ontario’s 
turtles have been ground-breaking and are the first of their kind in Canada.  We have published two scientific 
papers on this, and continue to work to further understand the biology of this virus, so we can use this 
knowledge towards not only turtle conservation, but that of all ectotherms.  Our hatchling program grows each 
year, and our field studies are continuing to show that this is indeed a viable conservation strategy. In 2020, we 
will be heading into our ninth year of study, and we are showing that these released young turtles are adding to 
the turtle population.  We continue to learn a lot about the best practices that ensure their “success.” 

Our partnerships and collaborations continue to expand and grow, and increase our sphere of influence. I was 
honoured to be invited to become a member of the International Union on the Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) 
Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Conservation Group (TFTCG). I was delighted to be invited to be a plenary 
speaker at the Desert Tortoise Council in the US, and am very excited to have been invited to be part of a 
conservation initiative to help the critically endangered Pancake Tortoise, in Africa.   

From humble but strong beginnings, our work is forever expanding its 
influence in the area of turtle conservation. While our committed staff team 
is lean in numbers, it is strong in determination and dedication.  

Thank you to all of our members and supporters for your outstanding 

support throughout 2019. With the new challenge of COVID-19 upon us all, 
we wish all of you health and safety during these unprecedented times. 
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HOSPITAL

The increased level of demand experienced at the Trauma Centre in 2018 
continued into the 2019 season with 1498 turtles admitted, far exceeding 

the number admitted in 2018, and triple the number experienced just 
three years ago in 2016. In all, over 1920 rehabilitated turtles and 

hatchlings were released back into their source wetlands across Ontario 
last year. 

Throughout the year, we continued to add to the wealth of data that we 
collect through our work. The data is forwarded to government agencies 

and partner organizations to inform 
future road mortality mitigation 

strategies such as eco-passages and 
road signage. It also directly affects 

conservation projects aiming to 
replace turtle populations lost 

through road mortality.  We also 
continued to microchip all turtles 

treated by OTCC prior to release back into their source wetland, to increase 
our knowledge on hotspots on our roadways, the movement of various species, and their habitat range 

and requirements. The identification of Ranavirus and Herpesvirus in Ontario's turtles in 2018 added 
disease surveillance to our on-going work in 2019, as we continued to screen turtles received at OTCC 

from across the province. Our work to date has completely revised the understanding of Ranavirus in 
Ontario's turtles. Our studies will continue into the next year as we endeavour to learn whether 

infected carriers can clear the infection, and whether they progress to show clinical signs. This 
information is crucial for organizations such as OTCC that work in the field of rehabilitation.  

OTCC shared its wealth of knowledge with the science and conservation community through the 
following scientific publications completed in 2019: 1) “Evidence for low prevalence of ranaviruses in 

Ontario, Canada's freshwater turtles.” Carstairs, 
PeerJ, 2019; 2) “High prevalence of subclinical 

frog virus 3 infection in freshwater turtles of 
Ontario, Canada.” Carstairs, Kyle and Torres 

Vilaca, Virology, 2020 (submitted 2019); 3) 
“Population reinforcement accelerates subadult 

recruitment rates in an endangered freshwater 
turtle.” Carstairs et al, Animal Conservation, 

2019; and 4) “Road avoidance and its energetic 
consequences for reptiles.” Paterson et al, 

Ecology and Evolution. 2019. 

  1498 Turtles Admitted to the 
Trauma Centre 

1920 Turtles Released Back to 
Source Wetlands Across Ontario
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OTCC’s Hatchling Program ensures that the eggs from injured 
female turtles admitted to the trauma centre are also saved, and 

the resultant hatchlings are returned to their mother’s source 
wetland ranges. Head-started juvenile turtles from the 2018 

season were released back to their wetland homes 
throughout the spring and summer months of 2019. 

The release of hatchlings helps to mitigate the reproductive 
impact of injured females, while also replenishing declining 

populations. In the 
summer of 2019, 1000 

hatchlings were returned to the wild as a result of 
this program.  A further 1000 hatchlings 

overwintered at OTCC, to give them a head-start 
when they will be returned to the wild the following 

spring and summer. A sub-set of Blanding’s turtle 
hatchlings are head-started for additional time, and 

are released and tracked through our Field Research Project. Our on-going research has 
confirmed that head-starting the hatchlings decreases their risk of predation, and significantly 

increases their chance of survival. 

1000 Hatchlings Released to Replenish 
Declining Populations

HATCHLING AND HEAD-START PROGRAM

1000 Hatchlings Head-started for Return 
to Wild in 2020
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2019 saw the completion of the eighth season of our field work 
to track our head-started Blanding’s turtles against a group of 

comparable wild “control” juveniles, in order to study the 
effectiveness of head-starting as a conservation strategy. 

Throughout the course of the season, the field team tracked and 
surveyed 119 head-started and wild individuals in order to gain 

valuable data on the turtle populations at the field location. Data 
collected on each turtle includes shell measurements, weight, 

habitat description, and photos. Each turtle was then given a 
unique notch number so that it can be recognized in future 

years. That 
same notch will be present on the turtle for years, 

so after the initial capture, turtle notch numbers 
are read from the shell to identify the turtle. As is 

the case each year, the field research staff kept an 
on-going journal of their activities from this year’s field season, excerpts of which were posted in the 

form of a blog on OTCC’s website. Visit https://ontarioturtle.ca/news/ for tales from the field, compiled 

by our field technicians.  

 Data on 119 Turtles Collected at Field Site

CONSERVATION RESEARCH AND FIELD STUDIES

https://ontarioturtle.ca/news/
https://ontarioturtle.ca/news/
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Throughout 2019, our Education and Outreach program continued to increase public knowledge and 
involvement in turtle and wetland conservation. 10,000 people of all ages and backgrounds attended 

OTCC’s in-depth, hands-on workshops, including 
3,500 students and 895 youth. 168 sessions were 

presented at the OTCC education centre, or at 
outreach locations such as schools, camps, seniors’ 

residences, community centres, and festivals. 
Participants were provided with tangible ways to 

become involved in turtle and wetland conservation, 
and 100% of participants indicated that they were inspired to take action. 

After years of hearing of the great actions taken by our supporters, we 
wanted to find out more details on those specific actions that people 

have taken to conserve at-risk turtles and their wetland ecosystems. This 
information will inform program development and help identify hot-spots 

on our roads. A survey was developed and implemented on the OTCC 
website (https://ontarioturtle.ca/get-involved/report-your-conservation-

actions/). Since its launch in the summer of 2019, 85% of respondents 
have responded that their actions were a result of OTCC’s education and 

communications programming. 

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

10,000 participants attended in-depth 
presentations on turtle conservation

100% of participants inspired to take action

Above: 1st Hasting Scouts enjoy a workshop at OTCC’s Education Centre in June 2019. Photo Credit: Karen Baker

Right: Residents of Delmanor Glen Abbey enjoyed meeting our education ambassador turtles in 
July 2019. Photo Credit: Monique Kuhn.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Turtle Twilight  
Turtle Twilight was held in July, in OTCC’s 
outdoor education centre.  It was a lovely 
evening that included a silent auction, 
guided tours of the hospital, entertainment, 
great food and drinks, and an opportunity 
to meet our turtle mascot.

First Responders Workshop 
We continued to build on our work as a teaching 
and referral hospital in 2019. In March, OTCC 
held another special technical workshop to train 
and update first responders working at Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Centres and Veterinary Clinics 
across the province.

Hatchling Releases 

Each year, OTCC invites a number of guests to be 
involved in at least one of our hatchling releases. 
In 2019, Rod Phillips, previously Ontario Minister 
of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, Bob 
Chapman, Ward 3 Regional and City Councillor 
for Oshawa, and Chris Darling of Central Lake 
Ontario Conservation Authority, joined Colin 
Cassin, OTCC board member, with his daughter 
Ellie, to release some snapping turtle hatchlings 
(left).  

Another hatchling release event was held in June, 
2019. In 2018, a female snapping turtle was brought 
to OTCC and released later in the fall after healing 
from her injuries. Her hatchlings spent the winter at 
OTCC and were released into the mother's home 
wetland in Aurora. Pictured at right, L-R, are Sue 
Carstairs, MPP Michael Parsa, MPP Andrea Khanjin, 
and Pippette and Wendy (Save the Henderson 
Forest), who found the injured mother. Board Member 
Colin Cassin, also attended. 



!9 2019 Annual Report

A NEW HOME FOR OTCC

Work began this year on an ambitious two-
phase plan to re-locate the headquarters of our 

turtle hospital and education centre currently 
located in Selwyn, Ontario to a 42.5 hectare 

property on Television Road in Peterborough, 
10 minutes away from our current location. The 

project has been made possible through the 
generosity of Mary Young and Gerry Young, 

current owners of the property on Television 
Road.  The new location will provide much 

needed space for our hospital and hatchling 
facility, and will enable us to sustainably meet 

demands at the steadily increasing level of 
admissions that we have been experiencing the past three years.  The landowners have leased the 

buildings to us at no charge to begin renovations, and we began the process to finalize an agreement 
for use of the property beyond the years of the lease. 

The project consists of two phases:: 

Phase 1: Renovation of existing buildings (1800 and 1300 

sq. ft) to increase capacity while maintaining our presence at 
our current location. 

Phase 2: Construction of a purpose-built facility to replace 
our current location, and increase scope and impact. 

The work to renovate the first building began in the fall of 2019 with the installation of a new furnace 
and electrical systems. Thanks to Architect Adam Chapman for donating the architectural drawings. 

We are also grateful to Herb Lang Well Drilling Ltd. for donating the sourcing of a new well. In parallel 
to continuing the renovations in 2020, we will be launching a capital campaign to raise funds for a new 

purpose-built facility that will enable us to move all our operations to this site including the hospital, 

rehabilitation and hatchling facility, education 
centre, and offices. This new facility will provide 

an excellent showcase for the largest dedicated 
turtle hospital in Canada. Our new location will 

lay the groundwork for OTCC to grow programs, 
increase attendance, and diversify revenues, 

which in turn will enable us to increase 
conservation impact.  

Above: Renovations were started on the buildings to the left and right

Photo left: Lease signing day L-R, Executive and Medical Director 
Sue Carstairs, Landowners Mary Young and Gerry Young and 
Board Member Colin Cassin

Our sincere gratitude to Mary Young and 

Gerry Young for use of their extraordinary 
property to house OTCC’s new Hospital, 
Hatchling Facility and Education Centre
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Kelton Adderley-Heron 
Marley Aikens 
Claire Allore 
Tyler Ambeau 
Carol Andrews 
Namrata Arif 
Rachel Barrington 
Sharon Beaucage-Johnson 
Melissa Bolton 
Kathi Bracken 
Marie Bradford 
Jenika Bradley 
Scotia Brailsford 
Vicki Brown  
Lisa Browning  
Carley Bruckner 
Derek Buttineau 
Marilyn Buxton 
Brad Carson 
Adam Centrione 
Rochelle Chan 
Justin Chan 
Roy Christie 
Andrew Collard 
Alexa Connors 
Michelle Cooke 
John Cookson 
Connor Coppens 
Kristin Crawford 
Cayla Darling 
Jamie Davis 
Jennie  Davis 
Christina Davy 
Ashley Debeyer 
April DeJong 
Jordan Dertinger 
Dana Driscoll 
Samantha Dunlop 
Daina Eislers 
Bronwyn Fairchild 
Emily Flinders 

Rachelle Fortier 
Jamie Gage 
Robert Gibson 
Justina Gilmour 
Abby Godja 
Camilla Golec 
Madden Gordon-McIntosh 
Aaron Graab 
Heather Grieve 
Ann  Gronow 
Tom Hargreaves 
Emily Hayes 
Rosie Heffernan 
Madison Hillman 
Allie Hjort 
Jessica Holdcroft 
Mitchell Horn 
Alex Horvath 
Marilyn Hubley 
Bryan Hughes 
Jason Hunt 
Aiden Jones 
Chris Jones 
Melissa Jones 
Bradley Jung 
Mark Jurgenson 
Alyson  Karson 
Elizabeth Kitchen 
Isa Knor 
Anna Kramer 
Jane Kroes 
Morgan L'Ecuyer 
Sevda Laghayi 
Shauna Lanigan 
Charli Lawson-Lee 
Courney LeClair 
Amber Lyall 
Drew Maxwell 
Justine McAndrews 
Samantha McCaul 
Charlie McDonnell 

Hannah McKellar 
Kassie McKeown 
Vicki McMillan 
Skylar Meik 
Briam Miller 
Samantha Morin 
Tim Morrison 
Michaela Nenadovich 
Jodi Newman 
Melissa Nowikow 
Collin O'Halloran 
Joanne O'Heron 
Jordan O'Rourke 
James Paterson 
Steve Paul 
Kayla Payne 
Grant Peters 
Emma Phillips 
Elise Pinsonneault 
Eden Porter 
Suzie Power 
Donna Prevost 
Rebecca Pryce 
Victoria Reimer 
Anna Robbins 
Alexander Robertson 
Stephanie Robinson 
Heather Roper 
Shauna Ryner 
Caitlin Sampson 
Alexandra Santin 
Meri Saunders 
Katherine Scheuermann 
Jade Schwartzentruber 
Carol Small 
Jaye Small 
Dana Smith 
Graeme Smith 
Hailey Smith 
Kalleila Sparkes 
Rob Steele 

Christina Steinecke 
Valerie Strain 
Jonathan Stuchbery 
Cathy Sutherland 
Emi Szabo 
Sophia Tan 
Hannah Tasker 
Brandon Taylor 
Jordan Taylor 
Paulina Thomas 
Sadie Thomas 
Kristy Thompson 
Lucas Timmons 
Shannon VanDenbroek 
Sibelle Vilaca 
Julia Wallace 
Autumn White 
Patrick White 
Nathaniel Wildsmith-Chappel 
Hillary Winstanley 
Cimmaron Yeoman 
Melissa Zubrickas 

Thank you to the 664 
Turtle Taxi Drivers who 
drove injured turtles to 
the Trauma Centre from 
across the province. 

In-Kind Donations 
Thank you to Herb Lang Well 
Drilling Ltd. for sourcing the 
well at our new location; Adam 
Chapman for donation of 
Architectural Drawings; the 

Riverview Park and Zoo for the 
donation of turtle supplies; 
Linda Huffman for the donation 
of turtle and office supplies; 
Wendy Baggs, for the donation 
of turtle crossing signs for the 
gift shop; Jory Mullen for gift 
shop donations, magnets and 
bookmarks; Renegade Apparel 
for donation of signs for the 

golf tournament; and Face It! 
by Christy Smith for face 
painting at our open house. 

Our Volunteers 

In Appreciation  

A special thank you to our many volunteers who generously offered their time and 

expertise. In 2019, we involved over 800 volunteers in the work of OTCC, who 

collectively donated over 8000 hours of time. Without this incredible contribution 

from our dedicated volunteers, the accomplishments of the past year would not 

have been possible. We would also like to thank the many individuals, businesses 

and organizations that made generous donations of equipment and supplies, or 

held fundraising events on our behalf.
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OUR SUPPORTERS

OTCC’s work is made possible through the contributions of individual 

donors, foundations, governments, corporate partners and 

organizations. We are deeply grateful for your generosity. 

50,000+ 

Martha Rogers 

25,000 - 49,999 

Gail Grace Christie Estate  

Jan Oullahan 

2,000 - 5,000 

Nicole Dufort 
John Hill & Nancy Phillips  
James Lawson 
David P. Ross 
Christopher Smith 
David Stephenson 

1,000 - 1,999 

Doris Arnold 

Corina Brdar 

David & Valerie Burke 

Sheila Croome 

Brenda Davidson 

Allan W. Ellis 

Georgina Gibbs 

Martha Gould 

Scott & Ellen Hand 

Karen Higgins 

Suzanne Ivey Cook 

Sheryl Kerr 

Philip Ling 

Angie MacDonald 

Jefferson & Sally Mappin 

Gary Markotich 

Natalia Mayer 

Sheila McDougall 

Islay & Mike McGlynn 

Shaelene McInnis 

Elizabeth Mikel 

Lisa Nisbet 

Connie & Dennis Phillipson 

Cecelia Quarrington 

Jane Richardson 

Glenn E. Rouleau 

William & Margaret Sahli 

Sally Sainsbury 

Kevin & Kim Smith 

Sister Janet Speth, CSJ 

Lucy Stewart 

Veronica Stienburg 

George Thomson 

Virginia Walley 

Susan Weedon 

Helen Whibbs 

Liz Woods 

500 - 999 

Julie Amey 

John Ashkenas 

Ann Atkinson 

Rick Axelson 

Patricia & Robert Betcher 

Barbara Bickell 

Elaine & Paul Blythe 

Ally Boothroyd 

Elizabeth Bray 

Sue Carstairs & 

Tracy McNaught  

Basil Chiu 

Lynette Clegg 

John Cookson 

Barbara Crawford 

Stephanie Dempster 

Robin & Susan Dhillon 

David & Connie Diamond 

Melloney Erwin 

Irene Fedun 

Mary Fendelander 

Daniel Gasbarrini 

Laura Gibb 

James, Leslie, Emme, 

Thomas & William Gomoll 

Marion Hallam 

Carol Ingleton 

Marla & John Jaques 

Marjorie & Peter Kelk 

Kim & Terry Lamont 

Claudia Langlois 

Cheryl Levesque 

Bill Mallett 

Karin Martens-Wasylyk 

Francine L. Martin 

Patricia Martin 

Martha L.A. McCain 

Janet & Clyde McLellan 

Valerie Mills 

Chris Morrison 

Bradley & Catherine Nash 

Julia Phillips 

Patricia Pierini 

Eleanor Pyke Miller 

Kaitlyn Read 

Donald & Ellen Reid 

Dr. Jim & Christine Roberts 

Peter Robertson 

Karine Rogers 

Daryl Sarkisian 

Mary & Ray Shier 

Wayne Silver 

Ivor Simmons 

Chris Smith 

Andrew Stewart 

Marilyne Stuart 

Ruth Tait 

Dr. Margo Tant &  

Mr. Alan Sippel  

Robert Treu 

Gene Valent 

Kaitlin Vandenbosch 

E. Wiese 

Cindy Williams 

Keila Wochenmarkt 

Susan Wright 

Walter Yeung 

250 - 499 

Lee Adamson 

Lawrence Arkilander 

Mitch Armstrong 

Mabyn Armstrong 

Frances Benchina 

Richard Birmingham 

Margaret Black 

John Bodrug 

Lloyd Bowles 

Jacqueline Brookes 

Kyle Brown 

David Brown 

Mary Brown 

Megan Bruce 

Richard Cameron 

Sheila Chesher 

Glen Chuba 

Jen Cote 

Karen Crichton 

Leanna Crouch 

Gabby Davis 

Laurie & Bonnie Dawe 

Lynne Dennis 

Monique Dennis 

William V. A. Dennler 

William Dunbar 

Pegi Eyers 

Nikki Fennell 

Ronald Fielder Pilbeam 

Krista Fisk 

Nina Gilbert 

Emily Giles 

John Gillespie 

Barb Glover 

Mike Glover 

Individual Donors
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David Grant 

G. P. Gray 

Mike Harrington 

Madeleine Hart 

Melissa Holowaty 

Marilyn Hubley 

Edward Hunter  

Alexie & Ekaterine Ipatov 

Diane Jamieson 

Mary Kirk 

Elizabeth Kitchen 

David Knight 

Ron Krajc 

Joy Kundig 

Gail M. Lenters 

Luke Loughead 

Ian MacIsaac 

Lisa Manning 

Scott Marshall 

Gordon R. Martin 

Judy Martin &  

Dave Gibson  

Gail McCormack 

Patrick McDonald 

Alison McGregor 

Linda M. McKellar 

Andrew McKinlay 

Joanne McManus 

Maurine Mikhail 

Corinne Mintz 

Brenda Missen 

Elaine Mitchell 

Denice Morris 

Patricia Morton 

Joanna Mullen 

Mark Nielson 

Panee Noipochana 

Lisa Nowak 

Sheila O'Neal 

Brenda O'Toole 

Eileen Oberer 

Pete Overgoor 

Jeannette Paziuk 

Jennifer Puncher 

Finances Quebec 

Cristian Quinteros 

Robert Read 

Carol Reed 

Kelli Richard 

Loy Rosati 

Monika Rothman 

Wes Ryan 

Nancy Sabino 

Carolyn Seburn 

Susan Sheen 

Judy Sheridan 

Ruth Sims 

Patricia Smith-Strom & 

Ryczard Urbanski  

Margot Snyder 

Mychel Sohan 

Gary Stone &  

Judy Anderson  

Cathy Sutherland 

Virginia Swinson 

Michelle Taylor 

Marion Toms 

Cindy Trostler 

Hali Tsui 

George Turner 

Karl Vanaselja 

David & Angela Vellekoop  

Cathy Webb 

Gordon R. Webber & 

Elizabeth Jana  

Deborah Welch 

Paul & Dianne Wilson 

Debra Witmer Allen 

Christopher Wyard 

Karen Yorke 

Barbara Zimmerman 

150 - 249 

Tom Aldcroft 

Greg Armstrong 

Aliesha Arndt 

Melva Backa 

Jennifer Bailey 

Katherine Balme 

Ashley Baron 

Robb Bennett 

Tony Bennett 

Judie Benson 

Debbie Berg 

Kathe Booth 

Amber Leigh Bowman 

Robert C. Brandeis 

Tamara Brickman 

Eva Bykhovsky 

R.C. Cameron 

Alex Ceponkus & 

Jessica Hopkins  

Kanwardeep & Christie 

Chhatwal 

Linda Chopping 

Debra L. Cole 

Monica Corbett 

John Cressman &  

Patricia Hobler  

Michael Curry 

M. Dean &  

Sharon Davidson 

Emmalea Davis 

Tarra Degazio 

Beverley Denniston 

Virginia DiLauro 

Val Dodge 

Reesor Family 

Elizabeth Finnis 

Carol A. Fisher 

Shari Fox 

Doug & Marilyn Fuller 

Josh Goodline 

Brian Grainger 

Mary Ellen Gray 

Robby Gray 

Ann Gronow 

Susan Guichon 

Reg Earl Gunson 

Lesley Hale 

Mark Hall 

Susan Hardill 

Katharine E. Harries 

Barbara Heidenreich 

Karen Henderson 

Tammi Hensch 

Dr. Robert & Betty Hinton 

Shelley Hobbs 

Janine Holman 

Pauleen Home 

Alexander Horvath 

George Hueghan &  

Pam VanHalteren  

Stewart Hum 

JB & Bev Jaboor 

Sandy Jacklin 

Catherine Jenkins 

David Kane 

Maureen Kavanagh 

Sarah King 

Joseph Klement 

Sarah Koetsier 

Alison Lake 

Tammy Little 

Susan Logue 

Valerae Luck 

Stuart Macnab 

Daniel Manning 

Isis Manning 

Gerry & Joann Marcotte 

Marilyn Marshall 

Ruth Martin 

Beth Massey 

Jamie Maynard 

Karen McDonald 

Gail McLaren 

Kimberly McMillan 

Marjory McPherson 

Julie McShane 

Jennifer-Anne Meneray 

Scott W. Mills 

Neil Morris 

Gail Morrison 

Jaime Morrison 

Sharon & Neal Mosher 

Michael Mould 

Ilse Muller 

Dennis Murray 

Sylvia Naylor 

Fulya Nazari 

Ruth Nelson 

John Olesen 

Randy Orr 

Cora Pacheco 

Jessica Park 

Gina Proctor 

Michael Pronk 

Gabriel S. Redner 

Julie Renedecotret 

Richard B. Richardson 

Barbara A. Righton 

Kevin P. Ritchie 

Glenn Root 

Andrew Ross 

Linda & Don Ross 

John Royal 

Kathy Ruigrok 

Katherine Scott 

Anne Seck 

Pam Shepherd 

Kathryn Sheridan 

Louis H. Silcox 

Kelly Ann Smith 

Richard Snyder 

Ravi Inder Soligo 

Janet E. Staniforth 

Diane Therrien 

Anne Thorburn 

James Cliff Townsend 

Sean Traviss 

Ian Turner 

Mark Underhill 

Lorraine Valenzano 

Vicki Vanderburgh 

Nigel Ward 

Karen Ward 

Tracey Weir 

Jason Welch 

Anne Wheatley 

Madison Wikston 

David Wilson 

Robert & Eleanor Witmer   

Donna Yeomans 

Anita Young 

Sarah Young-Buchalter 

Ondrej Zeman 

We also thank 
donors who gave 
less than $150 

OUR SUPPORTERS
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OUR SUPPORTERS

Foundations, Governments, Corporations 
and Organizations 

100,000+ 

Government of Ontario 
Ontario Trillium Foundation 

50,000 - 99,999 

The Dalglish Family Foundation 

25,000 - 49,999 

Alan and Patricia Koval Foundation 
The Eric S. Margolis Family Foundation 
Government of Canada 

10,000 - 24,999 

The Barron Cowan Foundation 
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation 
The Charles H. Ivey Foundation 

Echo Foundation 
The Gordon and Patricia Gray Foundation for Animal Welfare 
The Johansen-Larsen Foundation 
S.C. Johnson and Son, Ltd. 
The Schad Foundation 
The W. Garfield Weston Foundation 

5,000 - 9,999 

The Elsa Wild Animal Appeal of Canada 
The Gainey Foundation 
Helen McCrea Peacock Foundation 
K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation, Toronto Division 
Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation 
The Norman and Margaret Jewison Charitable Foundation 

Ontario Wildlife Foundation 
Paypal Giving Fund Canada 
The Rotary Club of Barrie 
Wrohan Holdings Inc. 

1000 - 4,999 

Agilec 
Beacon Environmental Ltd. 
Benevity Community Impact Fund 
Colleges and Institutes Canada 
Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough 
ECO Canada 
The Michael Young Family Foundation 
Mui Scientific 

Pet Supply Warehouse Inc. 

Say Yes Dog Training Inc. 
St. Catherine School 
Think Turtle Conservation Initiative 
United Way of Greater Toronto 

500 - 999 

ARH Metallurgical Inc. 
Brealey Animal Clinic 
Canadian On-line Giving Foundation - Benevity Causes 
Dundas Turtle Watch 
Frost Student Association 
Huron Stewardship Council 
Jackman Foundation  
Kanata Electronic Services Ltd. 

National Wildlife Rehabilitation Foundation 
Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada 
Standard Renovations 
TD Bank Group - Community Relations and Corporate 
Citizenship 
Township of the Archipelago 
Viamede Resort 

150 - 499 

Campbellford-Seymour Agricultural Society 
House of Scales 
Jack and Bev Charitable Trust 
Mr. Front-End Ltd. (Brampton) 
Nickle Family Foundation 

Omemee Veterinary Hospital 
Pet Valu, Lindsay 
Royal Bank of Canada 
Sherbrooke Heights Animal Clinic 
United Way Ottawa 
Willow Beach Field Naturalists
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OTCC BOARD AND STAFF

Board of Directors 
Mandy St.Germaine  
Chair 

Colin Cassin 
Vice-Chair 

Nicole Richards 
Secretary 

Dwight Blythe* 

Treasurer 

Julia Carr-Wilson** 
Treasurer 

Julia Phillips  
Director 

Staff 
Dr. Sue Carstairs  
Executive and Medical Director 

Wendy Baggs 
Education Coordinator 

Donnell Gasbarrini*** 
Turtle Programs Manager 

Amanda Klack 
Veterinary Technician 

Isa Knor**** 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Diana Morrison 
Office Administrator 

Joanne O’Heron 
Office Administrator 
* to Nov 2019  
** from Nov 2019 
*** to Aug 2019 
**** from Sept 2019 

Contract and Short-term Staff 

Kelton Adderley-Heron, Holly Astrom, Cagangul Balakbabalar, Margaret Chan, Sabrina Cirone,     
Nancy Croome, April DeJong, Benjamin Dixon, Emmalene Findlay, Rachelle Fortier, Joanna Hopkins, 
Kristen Janke, Melissa Larsen, Eva Lehvonen, Maureen Lilley, Britney Lobb, Drew Maxwell, John Ning, 
Hannah Tasker, Julia Wallace, Madison Wikston, Grace Wiley, Michelle Yee, Anam Zahid.
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ONTARIO TURTLE CONSERVATION CENTRE 
Home of the Kawartha Turtle Trauma Centre  

Charitable Registration # 85752 4409 RR0001 
4-1434 Chemong Road, Selwyn, Ontario, K9J 6X2, 705-741-5000 

www.ontarioturtle.ca   info@ontarioturtle.ca 

Ontario Turtle Conservation Centre    

@OntarioTurtleCC     

@OntarioTurtleCC 

The Ontario Turtle Conservation Centre is Canada’s 

leading turtle rehabilitation and conservation centre. 

The mandate of the OTCC is to protect and conserve 

Ontario’s at-risk freshwater turtles and their    
wetland habitats.
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